
GHS Implementation Timeline 
Timeline for conforming to revised OSHA chemical safety labeling standards (Global Harmonized System of Classifying and Labeling Chemicals, or GHS) 
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October 25, 2011 

OSHA sends Office of 

Management and 

Budget final rule for 

approval. 

March 26, 2012 

Final rule is published in 

the Federal Register; 

Employers are 

permitted to continue 

following old rule during 

the transition period. 

December 1, 2013 

Employers must have 

employees trained on 

new label elements 

and safety data sheet 

formats. 

December 1, 2015 

Chemical distributors can 

no longer ship containers 

that do not have updated 

labels (new or modified 

per the statute). 

June 1, 2016 

Employers must have all 

workplace labeling compliant 

with the GHS standard, and 

any additional employee 

training on physical or health 

hazards completed. 

June 1, 2015 

Chemical 

manufacturers, 

importers, distributors 

and employers must be 

producing new labels 

and data sheets. 


